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Mari is searching for 

the Galtxagorris

The Galtxagorris are little goblins 

wearing red pants who have 

extraordinary strength and powers 

and who are on the loose in Zarautz. 

Mari the cheerful witch brought 

them from Bayonne in order to 

get rid of the evil eye given by her 

�M�H�D�O�R�X�V���F�R�X�V�L�Q�����:�K�L�O�H���À�H�H�L�Q�J�����D�V���W�K�H�\��

arrived at the peak of Sorginmuño 

�L�Q���=�D�U�D�X�W�]�����0�D�U�L���E�H�J�D�Q���W�R���J�R���D�U�R�X�Q�G��

in circles because of the evil eye and 

the Galtxagorris fell down to Zarautz. 

Where could they be?
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Come on!  
Rent one for the summer and  

blend in with the locals.

The longest beach in Euskadi (2 km)   
   and the southernmost of the Cantabrian corniche
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Set yourself free. Live life.  
Zarautz is the place for you.

Jump onto the longest beach 
in Euskadi and delight in the 
pintxos in the bars and the relaxed 
atmosphere. Walk through the 
Txakoli vineyards giving a unique 
view of the sea, and then take a seat 
and try the local products. Finally, 
do some shopping in some of our 
unique and welcoming shops.

Zarautz is life!
Feel the thrill of experiencing an 
entire town united by its Basque 
culture. Zarautz is where people  
live life intensely.

Enjoy yourself. What 
are you waiting for?
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The image of summer?  
�1�R���G�R�X�E�W���D�E�R�X�W���L�W�����L�W�
�V���=�D�U�D�X�W�]���� 

Always present on the great summer postcards. 
Here in 1928.
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A palace on the beachfront and 
avant-garde sculptures on the 
waterfront promenade. A good 
example of the historical past of 
Zarautz and of the modern city it 
has become today.

Queen Maria Cristina, King Edward 
of England, Alfonso XIII of Spain, 
Fabiola and Balduino of Belgium, 
among others, together with the 
�P�R�V�W���V�L�J�Q�L�´�F�D�Q�W���S�H�U�V�R�Q�D�O�L�W�L�H�V���I�U�R�P��
science, arts, literature and politics 
chose Zarautz to spend their long 
summers.

There must be a reason, don’t you 
think? The palaces, mansions and 
stately homes from that past are 
preserved. You can admire them 
while you take a stroll.

�1�R�W���R�Q�H�����Q�R�W���H�Y�H�Q���W�Z�R����
 �4�X�H�H�Q���,�V�D�E�H�O���,�,���R�I���6�S�D�L�Q�����K�H�U��

family and her whole court spent three summers in the Narros Palace.

7

On Saint Bartholomews’s Night (from the 23rd to the 24th of August) 
the sound of the chains and the wandering soul of the castaway who 
died in the Blue Room can be heard. A Huguenot who was shipwrecked 
after his galleon crashed against Narros palace. It is said that he died in 
that room cursing his Basque saviours who did not understand a word 
in English.

The phantom of the Blue Room in the  
Narros Palace
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In Zarautz the sea is with us everywhere. Walking 
along the waterfront promenade, trekking up to the 
mountains, reading on a terrace, in cheerful chat with 
friends while eating some pintxos… When the sea is in 
sight everything seems to take on a different light.

It is a pleasure to dip into the 
water at Zarautz beach or to stroll 
and rest on the sand. The beach 
is highly protected and carefully 
maintained, and as a result, it has 
received the main distinctions  for 
the environmental management 
and the quality of the beach: the international ISO 
14001  and the European EMAS �F�H�U�W�L�´�F�D�W�H�V��

At the seaside, life is different
Can anyone get tired of 

looking at the sea?  

That is impossible here!

One of the saltiest open-air museums in the world
Nowhere else can be seen such a great representation 
of sculptures with the sea as a backdrop. Interact with 
the artworks on the waterfront promenade while you 
feel the breeze, admire them from the sand. Go and 
�V�H�D�U�F�K���I�R�U���W�K�H�P�����\�R�X���Z�L�O�O���´�Q�G���P�R�U�H���L�Q���W�K�H���P�D�Q�\���V�W�U�H�H�W�V��
and squares in Zarautz.
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���V�H�O�¿�H�]�R�Q�H 
(from the Borghetto or  
Plaza Munoa viewpoint).

The best place to enjoy a homemade  

ice cream and a stroll.
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In the company of people 

ready to enjoy tasty pintxos 

�D�Q�G���W�[�D�N�R�O�L�����Z�K�D�W���H�O�V�H���F�D�Q��

you ask for?
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Taste our pintxos  
in the best atmosphere
Pintxos  are a symbol of Euskadi and in Zarautz 
they have become a wonderful experience. We 
call it “irse de pintxos”.  So “go out for pintxos” 
and discover them in every bar, breathe in the 
relaxed local atmosphere and feel a part of it. 
The gastronomy of Zarautz is displayed in every 
little mouthful and also on the restaurant tables. 
When the dish arrives at your table, after hearing 
an “on egin!”  (enjoy!), we guarantee that you 
will be astonished by the quality of the food, by 
the tasty and passionate cooking. The cuisine of 
Zarautz transforms the freshest local products into 
traditional dishes or new creations.

Our pintxo 

TOLDOTXO

On egin! �$�P�R�Q�J���W�K�H���Y�D�U�L�H�W�\���R�I���S�L�Q�W�[�R�V���W�K�D�W���\�R�X���Z�L�O�O���´�Q�G����
don’t forget to taste the ‘Toldotxo’. The name 
comes from the popular “toldos” on the beach 
and our “pintxos” and make us recall the beach, 
its sand… It is a small cube of battered hake on 
a base of sliced potatoes, with baked bread and 
ham crumbs, light allioli and green pepper strips. 
A delicious creation in which the Arguiñano family 
has collaborated.
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There are tomatoes and then  
there are “Zarautz tomatoes”
The traditions of Zarautz farmers and our proximity to the sea 
guarantee the excellent quality of our products. The local market is the 
place where the treasures of the land and the sea are shown and one of 
the best places to experience our warm service and attention to detail.

Local products
Txakoli. White wine, fresh and 
light, gently sparkling and with 
slight acidity. Drink it the year of 
�S�U�R�G�X�F�W�L�R�Q���D�Q�G���Z�L�W�K���V�R�P�H���J�R�R�G���´�V�K�� If you visit the market you might 

just run into the TV chef Karlos 
Arguiñano. He shops and chats 
with the farmers in the market. 
�6�R�����L�I���\�R�X���Z�D�Q�W���\�R�X�U���G�L�V�K�H�V���W�R���E�H��
���U�L�F�R�V�����U�L�F�R�V���\���F�R�Q���I�X�Q�G�D�P�H�Q�W�R�µ����
�D�V���$�U�J�X�L�x�D�Q�R���V�D�\�V�����\�R�X���M�X�V�W���Q�H�H�G��
to follow his instructions and lose 
yourself in the local market.

Enjoy them at their best 
�D�Q�G���D�V�N���I�R�U���W�K�H�P���J�U�L�O�O�H�G����

in Zarautz we are true masters of the art.
Fish and seafood, such as  
baby squid cooked in many 
different ways.

Meat,  cattle bred in the nearby 
mountains.

Milk and milk products:  
cheese, junket…

�6�H�D�V�R�Q�D�O���Y�H�J�H�W�D�E�O�H�V��

Produced under the Appellation of 
Origin “Getariako Txakolina". Visits 
available in some wineries. Ask for 
information in the Tourist Information 
�2�I�¿�F�H���L�Q���=�D�U�D�X�W�]��
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Take your camera out,  
it's hard to decide what  
not to snap
Why not use your imagination. Travel through time 
�Z�L�W�K�R�X�W���P�R�Y�L�Q�J�����7�K�H���´�U�V�W���V�H�W�W�O�H�P�H�Q�W���R�I���W�K�H���W�R�Z�Q��
1200 years ago, the foundation as a “villa” in 1237, 
roman remains, a medieval necropolis and evidence 
of the past such as palaces, towers, stately homes 
and summerhouses. Now Zarautz is a stage, where 
history happens.

Inches away from the 

medieval necropolis 

in the Monumental 

Archaeological 

Complex of Santa 

María la Real.

�2�I�W�H�Q�����R�X�U���P�R�E�L�O�H���S�K�R�Q�H�V���D�U�H���R�X�U���F�D�P�H�U�D�V����
 but what were the origins of photography? �)�L�Q�G���R�X�W���L�Q���W�K�H���3�K�R�W�R�P�X�V�H�X�P�����R�Q�H���R�I���W�K�H���E�H�V�W��

museums in Europe dedicated to this discipline and to cinema.

14
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Torre Luzea and 
Torre Motza, the two 
sisters made of stone
Two sisters made of stone. That 
�L�V���Z�K�D�W���7�R�U�U�H���/�X�]�H�D�����´�I�W�H�H�Q�W�K��
century) and Torre Motza 
(fourteenth century) are. At least 
that is what the legends tell. A 
curse transformed them into 
stone for both having married 
the same young man, the tall and 
proud (Luzea) and the small and 
good-hearted (Motza). They were 
condemned to stare at each other 
other for ever, and to observe 
their young lover (the bell tower).



1616

Cantabrian Sea

Talaimendi Mountain

Almost one kilometre of 

accessible wooden walkway 

over the biotope.

Mollarri

Real Club  

de Golf

Txakoli 

vineyards



The whole of Zarautz  
is located on a dune
Zarautz sits atop a colossal dune. You only need to observe 
the visible part of it, the biggest dune biotope on the coast  
of Gipuzkoa, to get an idea of it. It is located at the eastern 
end of the beach and you can walk across it from one side  
to the other. 

If you love the majesty of the open sea, you should climb 
the adjacent Talaimendi headland, from which whales were 
spotted in the past, and take a look around the disused 
mineral loading platform of Mollarri. The views and the  
sunsets are spectacular from the cliff.

Walking is a common activity, but walking through 
txakoli vineyards or with a view of the sea is a 
completely different experience. We recommend  
the following hiking trails: GR 121 (Gipuzkoa round 
trip), PR-GI 202 Mendiko Txakolina and PR-Gi 201 
Sustraia (hiking trails of Urola Kosta).

Now this is exercise!

Mineral loading platform of Mollarri
And walking  

along the coast?  
The road to 
Getaria has an 
incredibly scenic 

coastal walkway.

17
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The Real Golf Club of Zarauz is an authentic links-style 
course, a course on a dune, located at the foot of the 
Talaimendi headland and inside the Iñurritza Biotope. 
It gives you the opportunity to enjoy nine holes 
distributed amongst almost 165.000 sq. m. in beautiful 
natural surroundings between sea and marsh. To gain 
access to the facilities you just need to be a member of 
�D���J�R�O�´�Q�J���I�H�G�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q����

Catch a wave,  
expert or novice
Some say that surf isn't for everybody. In Zarautz we will 
show you how wrong that is. Try it. Catch a wave and feel 
the contact with the sea and nature, its energy and strength. 
It is you and the sea. Zarautz-born Aritz Aranburu, Hodei 
Collazo and Axi Muniain, among others, are some of the best 
surfers in the world. Due to the quality of the swell in Zarautz 
a World Championship surf circuit takes place in the town, 
bringing together the best surfers of the moment.

A unique golf course:  
on a dune and by the sea

There is 
�D�O�Z�D�\�V���D���¿�U�V�W��

�W�L�P�H�����/�H�D�U�Q���K�R�Z���W�R���U�L�G�H���D���Z�D�Y�H�����R�U��

�7�K�H�U�H���L�V���D�O�Z�D�\�V���D���¿�U�V�W���W�L�P�H�����/�H�D�U�Q���K�R�Z��

�W�R���U�L�G�H���D���Z�D�Y�H�����R�U���D�W���O�H�D�V�W���W�U�\���L�W�����H�Q�M�R�\��

an entertaining surf course with your 

family.surf course with your family.

The course has 100 years 

of history.
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Wear the traditional costume 

and blend into the crowd the 

day of the Basque Fiesta
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In Zarautz, the patron saint festivities  
in honour of San Pelaio take place  
the 25th, 26th and 27th of June , 
and are the most important in our 
calendar. Drumming parades for 
both children and adults, giants, 
masques and groups of friends 
wearing colourful shirts are the  
typical things you can see.

In mid-August  “Semana Grande”  
or the Big Week takes place. You 
�F�D�Q���V�H�H���U�R�Z�L�Q�J���U�H�J�D�W�W�D�V�����´�U�H�Z�R�U�N�V����
live concerts…

And the �´�U�V�W���Z�H�H�N���R�I���6�H�S�W�H�P�E�H�U��
culminates on the 9th , with Euskal 
Jaia (Basque Fiesta), a splendid 
exhibition of local folklore when 
everybody wears traditional costume.

PASA

7

Thrill to the traditions and  
the authentic atmosphere
Kaixo  means hello and goodbye is,  agur.  That's how we 
connect with each other and with everyone who visits us.

We share our identity, our tradition and what characterises 
us as a people. Festivities are a time to show what we carry 
inside, to have fun and to celebrate. Traditional Basque 
costumes, folkloric dances, music that gets you tapping 
your feet and a convivial atmosphere accompanied by  
good gastronomy and wines.

�7�U�\���X�V�L�Q�J���V�R�P�H���Z�R�U�G�V���L�Q���R�X�U���O�D�Q�J�X�D�J�H�����(�X�V�N�D�U�D����
 

One of the oldest languages in Europe that has been in continuous 
 

�X�V�H���V�L�Q�F�H���S�U�H�K�L�V�W�R�U�L�F���W�L�P�H�V�����,�W���K�D�V���F�R�P�H���D���O�R�Q�J���Z�D�\�����I�U�R�P���J�H�Q�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q��

�W�R���J�H�Q�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q�����D�Q�G���\�R�X���F�D�Q���K�H�D�U���D�Q�G���H�[�S�H�U�L�H�Q�F�H���L�W���L�Q���=�D�U�D�X�W�]��

Pelotaris  showing their skills and strength, harrijasotzailes  lifting 
stones that weigh more than 100 kilos, aizkolaris  cutting thick 
logs at a dizzying pace. Here everything is done with passion.



Zarautz is a non-stop!
365 days full of proposals
Zarautz is appeals throughout the 
year because it is a living, breathing 
town. 52 weeks offering activities to 
suit all tastes and age groups.

Acclaimed sport events take 
place in Zarautz, some of them 
international ones, such as the Pro 
Zarautz World Championship surf 
circuit. The International Triathlon 
of Zarautz is held on the streets and 
the “Txaparrotan” beach volleyball 
championship on the sand. Through 
mountain and sea landscapes runs 
the Zarautz-Pagoeta popular race. 
And in the Cantabrian Sea the 
crowded open water swimming 
race from Getaria to Zarautz. Pelota 
matches, rowing regattas, the 
mixed cross country race and other 
popular races complete the sporting 
programme.

22
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If you want to enjoy culture, 
you mustn't miss the summer 
music season, Kalerki (Outdoor 
Theatre Festival), Bertso Astea 
(“Bertso” poetry week), Literature, 
Rockumentalak festival, handmade 
crafts festivals, the Book Fair, 
choral concerts...

We also honour our gastronomy 
and wines with festivities where 
they can be tasted and you can 
enjoy a great local ambience. 
Some suggestions to put in your 
diary: Sagardo Eguna (Cider Day), 
Ardo Eguna (Wine Day), Biolur 
Fair (agricultural-organic), Txakoli 
Eguna (Txakoli Day), Basque Label 
Fest (local products, denomination 
of origin), Santo Tomas Fair and 
also the Beer Fair and Galicia Day.

Since we like to make the most of our 
holidays, in July and August, every 
Thursday, one can enjoy shows for 
children, and on Sundays, dance to 
live music in Musika Plaza.

�7�K�H���7�R�X�U�L�V�W���,�Q�I�R�U�P�D�W�L�R�Q���2�I�¿�F�H���R�I��

Zarautz publishes a monthly schedule. 

Check it out.
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A cozy room that will make 
you feel at home
This is how accommodation is in Zarautz. Feel at 
ease. Rest. Relax. All the comfort of a hotel or an 
apartment, in touch with nature in an agro-tourism 
hotel or a camp-site, or in a more casual style in a 
hostel or a youth hostel.

There is nothing better than waking up in a 
different place, knowing that you can completely 
disconnect.

Breakfast with a 

capital B.
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An open-air shopping  
centre with bespoke shops
Nobody would think that the small old town of Zarautz 
could have so many shops and businesses, so varied 
and of such quality. This grand open-air shopping 
centre offers plenty of choices. You can buy clothes 
with a unique design, delicatessen preserves or many 
�R�W�K�H�U���J�R�R�G�V�����,�Q���W�K�H�V�H���V�W�R�U�H�V���\�R�X���Z�L�O�O���´�Q�G���S�H�U�V�R�Q�D�O�L�V�H�G��
attention and quality. The commercial establishments 
are scattered throughout the picturesque old town with 
its many well preserved old buildings. Lose yourself 
among the beautiful streets and discover shops each 
with its own personality. Stores specialising in fashion, 
footwear, beauty, sport, decoration and handicraft…  
it is impossible to resist.
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Explore the surroundings
Hands on the steering wheel and 
after only 5 or 10 minutes of pleasant 
driving you can complete your 
visit to Zarautz by discovering the 
surrounding region.

In Getaria , birthplace of Juan 
Sebastian Elcano, who was among the 
�´�U�V�W���V�D�L�O�R�U�V���W�R���W�U�D�Y�H�O���D�U�R�X�Q�G���W�K�H���Z�R�U�O�G����
�\�R�X���F�D�Q���´�Q�G���W�K�H���&�U�L�V�W�y�E�D�O���%�D�O�H�Q�F�L�D�J�D��
�0�X�V�H�P���Z�K�H�U�H���\�R�X���F�D�Q���´�Q�G���R�X�W���Z�K�\��
he was called the architect of fashion.

In Zumaia , the Basque Coast Geopark 
�Z�L�W�K���L�W�V���µ�\�V�F�K�����<�R�X���Z�L�O�O�����E�H���D�V�W�R�Q�L�V�K�H�G��
by the verticality of the rocks that 
tell the story of our planet. Observe 
it from a boat or walking along the 
hiking trails.

Going inland, in Aia , the Pagoeta 
Natural Park offers the opportunity 
to hike in the countryside where a 
foundry from the eighteenth century 
or windmills can be found.

And Orio , with its steep streets and 
its estuary, is the perfect setting to 
taste the delicious grilled sea bream, 
the specialty of the town.
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From Zarautz
Donostia-San Sebastián:  20 km_15 min

Biarritz: 67 km_40 min
Bayonne: 75 km_45 min 

Bilbao: 85 km_50 min
Vitoria-Gasteiz: 85 km_50min

Iruña-Pamplona: 90 km_50 min

Zarautz, where you begin to  
discover Euskadi
Zarautz is located on the coast of Euskadi, a small 
country with a strong identity, from where a visit 
to any one of the provincial capitals of Bilbao, 
Donostia-San Sebastián and Vitoria-Gasteiz, is 
easily within reach.

The Guggenheim Museum or the Puente Colgante 
(Suspension Bridge), a UNESCO World Heritage 
cultural site, are only the tip of the iceberg that the 
modern and cosmopolitan Bilbao has to offer. The 
other capital on the coast, Donostia-San Sebastián, 
radiates culture, the beauty of La Concha  bay and 
shines with many Michelin star restaurants. The 
capital of Euskadi, Vitoria-Gasteiz, is European 
Green Capital  due to the large Green Ring that 
surrounds it. It also has a great historic heritage 
such as the Santa María Cathedral.

Near Zarautz there is also the French Basque 
Country. Biarritz, Bayonne, Saint Jean Pied de Port… 
small and beautiful villages where the Basque and 
the French cultures blend in a unique way.
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ZARAUTZ TOURIST INFORMATION OFFICE

20800 - Zarautz - Gipuzkoa
Tel. +34 943 830 990
turismoa@zarautz.eus
www.turismozarautz.eus

In summer:
Information point
Itsasertza (Waterfront promenade)
20800 Zarautz
Tel. +34 943 890 377

Kale Nagusia, 30


